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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

 All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark 

the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

 Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for omissions. 

 Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to 

their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

 There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme 

should be used appropriately. 

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 

matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to 

award zero marks if the candidate�s response is not worthy of credit 

according to the mark scheme. 

 Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 

principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be 

limited. 

 When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark 

scheme to a candidate�s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

 Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 
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Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  3  
 

Sect io n  A  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/ or 
contemporary to the period, within it s historical context . 

 
 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable material.  

 

1  
 

1 – 4  
 

  Dem onst rates surface level comprehension of the source material 
without  analysis, select ing som e material relevant  to the quest ion, but  
in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 

 

  Some relevant  contextual knowledge is included, but  presented as 
informat ion rather than applied to the source m aterial.  

 

  Evaluat ion of the source material is assert ive with lit t le or no support ing 
evidence. Concepts of reliabilit y or ut ilit y may be addressed, but  by 
making stereotypical judgements. 

 

2  
 

5 – 8  
 

  Dem onst rates som e understanding of the source material and at tempts 
analysis by select ing and summ arising informat ion and making 
inferences relevant  to the quest ion. 

 

  Contextual knowledge is added to informat ion from the source material,  
but  mainly to expand, confirm  or challenge mat ters of detail.  

 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry but  
with lim ited support  for j udgement . Concepts of reliabilit y or ut ilit y are 
addressed mainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 
judgements may be based on quest ionable assumpt ions. 

 

3  
 

9 – 1 4  
 

  Dem onst rates understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 
analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 
their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 
inferences. 

 

  Detailed knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 
support  inferences as well as to expand, confirm  or challenge mat ters of 
detail.  

 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 
explanat ion of ut ilit y takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such as 
nature or purpose of the source material or the posit ion of the author. 
Judgements are based on valid criteria with some just ificat ion. 
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1 5 – 2 0  
 

  Analyses the source material,  interrogat ing the evidence to make 
reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the material can be 
used, for exam ple by dist inguishing between informat ion and claim  or 
opinion, although t reatment  of the two sources may be uneven. 

 

  Deploys well- selected knowledge of the historical context , but  mainly to 
illuminate or discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from the 
content  of the source m aterial. Displays som e understanding of the 
need to interpret  source material in the context  of the values and 
concerns of the society from  which it  is drawn. 

 

  Evaluat ion of the source material uses valid criteria which are just ified 
and applied, although some of the evaluat ion may not  be fully 
substant iated. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 
will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent . 
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Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

 

5  
 

2 1 – 2 5  
 

  I nterrogates the evidence of both sources with confidence and 
discrim inat ion, making reasoned inferences and showing a range of 
ways the material can be used, for example by dist inguishing between 
informat ion and claim  or opinion. 

 

  Deploys knowledge of the historical context  with precision to illuminate 
and discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from the content  of 
the source material,  displaying secure understanding of the need to 
interpret  source m aterial in the context  of the values and concerns of 
the society from  which it  is drawn. 

 

  Evaluat ion of the source material uses valid criteria which are just ified 
and fully applied. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 
will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent  and, where appropriate, 
dist inguishes between the degree of certainty with which aspects of it  
can be used as the basis for claims. 



 

 

Sect io n  B  
 

Tar g et :   AO1  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and comm unicate knowledge and 
understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 
studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 
cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilarit y, difference and significance. 

 
 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable material.  

 

1  
 

1 – 4  
 

  Sim ple or generalised statements are m ade about  the topic. 
 

  Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range 
and depth and does not  direct ly address the quest ion. 

 

  The overall judgement  is m issing or asserted. 
 

  There is lit t le, if any, evidence of at tempts to st ructure the answer, and 
the answer overall lacks coherence and precision. 

 

2  
 

5 – 8  
 

  There is som e analysis of som e key features of the period relevant  to 
the quest ion, but  descript ive passages are included that  are not  clearly 
shown to relate to the focus of the quest ion. 

 

  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  lacks range or 
depth and has only implicit  links to the dem ands and conceptual focus of 
the quest ion. 

 

  An overall judgement  is given but  with lim ited support  and the criteria 
for judgement  are left  implicit .  

 

  The answer shows som e at tempts at  organisat ion, but  most  of the 
answer is lacking in coherence, clarit y and precision. 

 

3  
 

9 – 1 4  
 

  There is som e analysis of, and at tem pt  to explain links between, the 
relevant  key features of the period and the quest ion, although some 
mainly descript ive passages may be included. 

 

  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included to demonst rate 
som e understanding of the dem ands and conceptual focus of the 
quest ion, but  m aterial lacks range or depth. 

 

  At tempts are m ade to establish criteria for judgement  and to relate the 
overall j udgement  to them, although with weak substant iat ion. 

 

  The answer shows som e organisat ion. The general t rend of the 
argument  is clear, but  parts of it  lack logic, coherence or precision. 
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1 5 – 2 0  
 

  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by an analysis of the 
relat ionships between key features of the period. 

 

  Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate understanding of the 
dem ands and conceptual focus of the quest ion and to meet  m ost  of it s 
dem ands. 

 

  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 
applied in the process of com ing to a judgement . Although some of the 
evaluat ions may be only part ly substant iated, the overall j udgement  is 
supported. 

 

  The answer is generally well organised. The argument  is logical and is 
com m unicated with clarit y, although in a few places it  m ay lack 
coherence or precision. 



 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

 

5  
 

2 1 – 2 5  
 

  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by a sustained analysis 
and discussion of the relat ionships between key features of the period. 

 

  Sufficient  knowledge is precisely selected and deployed to demonst rate 
understanding of the demands and conceptual focus of the quest ion, and 
to respond fully to it s dem ands. 

 

  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 
applied and their relat ive significance evaluated in the process of 
reaching and substant iat ing the overall judgement . 

 

  The answer is well organised. The argument  is logical and coherent  
throughout  and is com municated with clarit y and precision. 

 



 

Sect ion  A:  I n d icat i v e con t en t  

Op t ion  1 A:  Th e USA, I n d ep en d en ce t o  Civ i l  W ar , 1 7 6 3 – 1 8 6 5  

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial 
in relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  
required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other 
relevant  m aterial not  suggested below m ust  also be credited. 

 

Candidates m ust  analyse and evaluate the sources to invest igate at t itudes 
towards independence in Am erica in 1775–76. 
 

Source 1. 

1.The following points could be m ade about  the or igin and nature of the 
source and applied when evaluat ing the use of selected inform at ion and 
inferences:  

 Being a personal let ter, it  probably would be candid in the views 
being presented 

 Jefferson had been elected to the second Cont inental Congress in 
March 1775 and so m ight  be expected to have a sound awareness 
of differ ing and changing polit ical opinions in Am erica 

 The tone of the let ter is both conciliatory and firm . 

2. The evidence could be assessed here in term s of giving weight  to the 
following points of inform at ion and inferences about  the at t itudes towards 
independence in Am erica in 1775–76:  
 

 I t  suggests that  opinion is divided in Am erica as to independence 
( ‘Now it  is m uch m ore difficult  for those wishing for reunion’)  
 

 I t  claim s that  Br it ish polit icians do not  understand the depth of 
feeling in Am erica ( ‘Even those in parliam ent  who are called fr iends 
to Am erica seem  unaware of Am erica’s real determ inat ion’)  
 

 I t  im plies that  even m oderate opinion is hardening ( ‘I  am  also one 
of those who, rather than subm it  …. would lend m y hand to sink 
the whole island of Br itain in the ocean’) . 

 

3. Knowledge of histor ical context  should be deployed to support  and 
develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of inform at ion 
or to note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of content . Relevant  points 
m ay include:  

 Pat r iot  m ilitary resistance had been growing throughout  1775 

 The bat t les of Lexington and Concord  were defeats and a shock to 
the Brit ish Arm y 

 King George I I I  refused to com prom ise and persuaded parliam ent  
to pass an Am erican Prohibitory Act , which am ounted to a 
declarat ion of war. 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

Source 2 

1.The following points could be m ade about  the or igin and nature of the 
source and applied when evaluat ing the use of selected inform at ion and 
inferences:  

 Paine was working as a journalist  for a local newspaper and so 
m ight  be expected to be posit ive about  the pat r iot  cause 

 Paine was writ ing in 1776 by which stage the m ilitary conflict  with 
Britain was in full swing 

 The tone is very condem natory of Great  Br itain and its relat ions 
with the Am erican colonies.   

 

2. The evidence could be assessed here in term s of giving weight  to the 
following points of inform at ion and inferences about  the at t itudes towards 
independence in Am erica in 1775–76:  

 I t  suggests that  independence is just ified as Britain has been 
int ransigent  ( ‘has not  shown the least  inclinat ion towards a 
com prom ise’)  

 I t  im plies that  the st ruggle for independence is m orally just ified 
( ‘our duty to m ankind at  large’)  

 I t  claim s that  polit ical links to Britain had always created problem s 
for Am erica ( ‘tends to direct ly involve this cont inent  in European 
wars and quarrels’) .   

 

3. Knowledge of histor ical context  should be deployed to support  and 
develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of inform at ion 
or to note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of content . Relevant  points 
m ay include:  

 ‘Com m on Sense’ was read widely and sold 120,000 copies in it s 
first  three m onths in pr int  

 Paine challenged m onarchy, t radit ional authority and the m en who 
wielded it  in line with m any ideas of the Enlightenm ent   

 Paine’s ideas, in som e ways, underpinned m any of those seen in 
the Declarat ion of I ndependence later in 1776. 

Sources 1 and 2. 

The following could be m ade about  the sources in com binat ion:  

 Both sources seem  to indicate Brit ish inability to com prom ise 

 Source 2 has a m ore zealous, populist  and idealist ic tone than 
Source 1 

 Source 2 is m ore openly cr it ical of Britain than Source 1. 

 
 
Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 
 

 



 

Sect ion  B:  I n d icat i v e con t en t  
Op t ion  1 A:  Th e USA, I n d ep en d en ce t o  Civ i l  W ar , 1 7 6 3 – 1 8 6 5  

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 
relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The 
indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  
required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . 
 
Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on how accurate it  is to 
say that  financial and econom ic problem s were the greatest  challenge 
confront ing Am erica in the years 1786–1865. 
 
Argum ents and evidence support ing the statem ent  should be analysed 
and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  
 

 The War of I ndependence had created a debt  cr isis as, to finance 
the war, the Cont inental Congress had printed $240 m illion in 
paper m oney with no backing for it  in gold or silver 
 

 Leading polit icians such as Ham ilton and Madison disagreed on 
whether Am erica should becom e a free t rading agricultural-based 
econom y or one based on m anufacturing and tar iffs 

 
 Disputes over the need to have and retain a nat ional bank existed 

up to 1862 
 

 Significant  disparity of econom ic interests between the Northern 
and Southern states was a m ajor cont r ibut ing factor to the 
outbreak of civil war in 1861.  

 
Argum ents and evidence opposing the statem ent  should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:   
 

 Draft ing an acceptable com prom ise const itut ion for Am erica was 
the m ost  pressing problem  after 1786 

 
 Get t ing the const itut ion rat ified in the face of fierce federalist  and 

ant i- federalist  fact ions was a m ajor problem  whose resolut ion was 
essent ial to unity 
 

 The issue of states’ r ights rem ained a cent ral polit ical problem  as 
seen by the Nullificat ion cr isis 1832–33 and the Secession cr isis 
1861 

 
 Resolving the issue of slavery, both m orally and polit ically, 

rem ained a cent ral problem  across the whole period 
 

 Arm ed conflict  that  threatened the unity of Am erica was a feature 
throughout , e.g. Shays rebellion, 1786, Bleeding Kansas, 1854, 
Am erican Civil War, 1861. 

 
 
Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  
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Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial 
in relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The 
indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  
required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on how far they agree with 
the statem ent  that  Andrew Jackson’s achievem ents as President , in the 
years 1828–37, were greater than Abraham  Lincoln’s achievem ents as 
President  in the years 1861–65.  

 Argum ents and evidence support ing the statem ent  should be analysed 
and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

 Jackson significant ly st rengthened the powers of the President  and 
the Execut ive at  the expense of fact ions in Congress 

 He was largely responsible for the establishm ent  and growth of the 
Dem ocrat ic Party, which helped to spread polit ical power from  the 
established elites to ordinary voters 

 Jackson resolved the Nullificat ion cr isis peacefully whereas the 
Secession cr isis of 1861 ended with Civil War 

 Trade was increased substant ially during his term  as President  
through signing t rade agreem ents with Great  Britain, which opened 
the West  I ndies colonies to Am erican m erchant  ships. 

Argum ents and evidence opposing the statem ent  should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:   

 

 Abraham  Lincoln issued the Em ancipat ion Proclam at ion in 1863, the 
precursor of the Thirteenth Am endm ent , which m ade slavery and 
indentured servitude illegal in the United States 

 Lincoln led the Union forces to victory in the Am erican Civil War and 
thus preserved the unity of the nat ion 

 Lincoln laid the stepping stone for Reconst ruct ion by issuing the 
proclam at ion of Am nesty and Reconst ruct ion in 1863. This aim ed to 
reunite the nat ion rather than alienate the South 

 I n cont rast  to Jackson’s host ility to a nat ional bank, Lincoln 
supported it  and passed the Nat ional Banking Act  in 1863, which 
established the US Nat ional Banking System  and a nat ional 
currency.  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  
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